
Piecing It Together

Monthly Meetings:

WHEN:  1st

Tuesday of the 
Month

WHERE:  Lake 
Houston Church of 
the Nazarene.  
East 1960

TIME:  Social 
Gathering starts at 
7 pm; Meeting 
starts at 7.30 pm.

President’s Recap

Elizabeth McKnight

July  2010 Newsletter

IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΚ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ¢ƻƳ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦWhat an 
entertaining, interesting and talented man! He took us on a ride as 
wild as a roller coaster and as dizzying as a Tilt-A-Whirl as he told us 
about his journey from novice sewer to quilter, designer and TV 
personality. I especially liked how he said to try everything so you will 
ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
quilters.

Some of the things I learned last night are that life is a learning 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
never let anyone tell you that your vision for your quilt is wrong. We 
should all be growing, reaching, and learning every day.

MESSAGE FROM TOM RUSSELL

Hi Misty,
I'm glad you enjoyed the program and hope everyone else did. 

It was a fun evening for me and your guild made it so. 
You have a very special group and it was my pleasure to get to 

meet everyone and have you become a part of my journey. There 
was a lot of joy and friendship in that room last night and I am 
tickled that I got to be a part of it. 

Thank you again for the wonderful evening. Please let 
everyone know how much I enjoyed the evening. 

I hope to see you at some of the shows in the area.
Take care and have a great day.

Tom



Programs Calendar of Events
From Misty Fain

July 6- Nancy Altsman

August 3- Anniversary party!!

September 7-Health Month focusing on Diabetes

October 5- Strut Your Stuff!!
Details to follow

November 9- Sewing meeting and officer nominations

December 7- Christmas party and officer elections

The first annual Peace By Piecing Quilt Guild Retreat will be held at Aunt FayeôsCountry Retreat in Conroe. Be prepared

to enjoy fun, fellowship and food. There is room for up to 22 participants, and quilters and non-quilters are invited to attend.

The cost of registration for the retreat is $150.00. A $50 non-refundable deposit is required if you sign up in May or

June. Anyone signing up in July or August will need to pay at least $100 ($50 of which is a non-refundable deposit), and the

final installment of $50 or payment in full of $150 for late sign-ups. will be due at the September meeting.

Check-in begins at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, October 22, 2010, and check-out is at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 24,

2010. Included in the registration fee is dinner on Friday and Saturday, and a continental breakfast and lunch on Saturday and

Sunday. There will be a road trip to Quilters Quarters in Conroe for anyone who is interested, and there are rumors of games

and door prizes. A refrigerator is available for your drinks, and a microwave is available for snacks. Coffee and tea will be

available at all times.

Retreaters can plan to work until the wee hours of the morning, or you can sit on the covered porch and enjoy the sounds of

the country.

Please contact Mary Rodgers to sign up and pay your deposit. For more information about Aunt FayeôsCountry Retreat, go

to http://www.myretreatcenter.com/index.htm.

SILENT AUCTION

As part of our birthday celebration at our August 3, 2010 meeting we will have a silent auction.  The proceeds from the silent auction 
will go towards bringing in speakers for 2011 and hopefully having a workshop.  
Michelle Johnston has graciously agreed to coordinate the silent auction.   We are asking all members to make a donation to the 
auction if possible.  Donated items do not have to be related to quilting.  Anything that you think would be fun to bid on is appreciated.

The deadline to turn in donated items is July 23.  To coordinate dropping off your item call or email Michelle Johnston.  281-328-5474 
or michelle1johnston@yahoo.com
The Quilt Room in Huffman has agreed to be a drop off point for any auction items, just let Michelle know that you are dropping off an 
item.

The auction should be a lot of fun and the more participation we have, the more fun it will be.  Thank you in advance for your 
participation and efforts! 
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Greetings Quilters,

I hate to be a nag, but it really is important to label your quilt. 

If you are anything like I am, by the time you get the last stitch in the binding of your quilt, 

youôre ready to fold it up and:

- give it away,

- lay it out on the bed,

- hang it up on the wall, or

- stuff it in the closet 

Regardless of how proud you are of the quilt and how anxious you are to use it or give it away, 

everyone wants to know who made the quilt and when it was made.

Yes, even ïmaybe especially ï50 years from now, someone will want to know who made the quilt and when.

And actually, 50 years from now, those folks will also want to know if thereôs a story about the quilt ïwho it was made for, where it was 

made, how long it took to make, whether it was a special occasion ïall that stuff!

I know it may seem boring to us as quilt makers. But sometimes even we forget some things about some quilts ïespecially the dates 

they were made.

I keep a notebook with pictures of the quilts Iôve made. For years, I was really good about keeping it up and including the story ïwho it 

was for; whether it was for a baby, wedding, thank you, etc.; when it was finished; and whether there was something special about 

making the quilt ïa particular fabric, a child who requested it, etc.

Iôll confess that there now are several quilts missing and I kind of miss not having a picture of the quilt and the information surrounding it.

As you think about quilts you might have made and given away, think about the people who are enjoying them now.

They (and probably even their friends) probably would love to remember things about the quilt that are long forgotten, except the 

information that might be on the label.

OK ïoff the soap box!

So, how do you label your quilt without making it into a huge project? Itôs really easy. 

Probably the easiest is to simply use a permanent marker and sign and date the front or back of the quilt.

The next easiest is to use that same permanent marker and write something on a separate piece of fabric and then sew it onto the quilt.

Really, the possibilities are endless. With computer printers and pre-treated fabric, it is especially easy to write something up on your 

computer ïmaybe in a fancy font and with a special design ïprint it, and then stitch it on the quilt.

No more excuses!

Youôll find more ideas for labeling your quilt when you visit:

http://how-to-quilt.com/articles/7111-quilt-labels.php

Happy Quilting!

Penny Halgren

www.How-to-Quilt.com

www.TheQuiltingCoach.com
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P.S. Youôll also see a label that was handed out at a quilt camp ïa fabulous idea for camp or a workshop where quilters will be making 

a quilt. It has all of the information you could want ïwell, almost:

http://how-to-quilt.com/articles/7111-quilt-labels.php

P.P.S. For additional resources, check out my blog:

http://quilterpenny.wordpress.com/

Youôll find all the daily emails so you can search for articles about tons of quilting topics!

P.P.P.S. Find answers to your Frequently Asked Quilting Questions:

www.AskPennyHalgren.com

www.How-to-Quilt.com

www.TheQuiltingCoach.com

www.QuiltBlockLibrary.com

7925 Pasadena Ave.

La Mesa, CA 91941
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Miscellaneous   memberõs  news

ÅHospitalityjuly Birthdays

Michelle Johnston   July 9

Jan Kelm Julu 17

Sandy Malone          July 1

Dear Guild Member,

Would it be possible for the following to be 
added to your guild's next newsletter?

Coastal Prairie Quilt Guild is having its quilt 
show on September 10th and 11th
at the Stafford Center on Cash Rd. in 
Stafford.
We invite members of your guild to submit 
your quilts for our show.
They can be judged or unjudged.  For further 
information, contact 
Karen at 832-693-2512.

Warm regards,
Joyce Jackson

Thanks ladies for the great refreshments at the 

June 1 meeting. Mary Swoape, Sara Jones, and 
Diana Bolland have volunteered to bring 
refreshments for the July 6 meeting.

Thanks, Michelle Johnston

Sew-In at the Quilt Room in Huffman.  Thursday, 
July 15.  5 PM-9 PM

Sheila Reardon needs volunteers to help cut fabric for 
the One Million Pillowcase Challenge. Contact Sheila 
at 832-381-8217 if you are able to help.

Mystery Quilters,

We want to see your work!  All members who 
have been working on the PBPQG 
2009/2010,mystery quilt, don't forget to bring 
your project to our August meeting.  Show it off 
no matter how far along you are.

Greetings all Quilt Guilds of Texas,

Austin Area Quilt Guild Presents their biennial Quilt Show 
"Changing Gears". Come see 400+ judged quilts and wearable 
art made by local artists! Enter for a chance to win an award 
winning raffle quilt. Take some time to shop over 50 vendors, 
a boutique and silent auction with items made by members of 
AAQG. Guild members will be selling their quilts!  Special 
exhibits with fabric dolls, mini-quilts by Studio Art Quilt 
Association and AAQG 2009 Challenge quilts. Fun for the 
whole family! September 17-18th 10AM to 6 PM and 
September 19th 12PM to 5PM at the Palmer Events Center, 
Austin TX. Tickets are $8/person (12 and under free). 
www.aaqg.org

Great News - Austin has opened the only Christian Gallery in the Texas!

We would like to invite Christian quilters to enter this years show of Christian art (deadline July 15) and also to help us 
plan a show of Christian quilts next year at CANA Gallery on 7801 North Lamar Blvd. C-53. Please visit CANA Gallery on 
Facebook or send us an email with the names of some Christian quilt artists who would like to show off their work. 
Please forward this to anyone who might be interested. Besides our Facebook account you can go to 
www.auntsanduncles.org/ArtEvents.html to see the flyer and get details. It would be wonderful to get submissions as 
small as 12?x12" up to 24"x24". 

This is an opportunity to share your faith. It is going to be a wonderful show.



A package of Charm Squares

Sure, you can go buy charm squares. There is a great selection of charm fabrics out there. You could also take a more fun approach 

to growing your charm collection by organizing a charm swap.

The first step is to determine the size of the charms you will swap. Most charms are cut into 5 inch squares. The size can vary,

though. Select a size and stick with it.

Next, invite your quilting and sewing friends. In addition to letting them know the date and time of your charm swap, donôt forget to 

let them know the charm size you have predetermined. This way, everyone is on a level trading field.

If you have time to make and mail invitations to your charm swap, that would be a lot of fun and would make the swap a true 

occasion. Decorate some simple note cards with a quilting or sewing motif (check the rubber stamp selection at your favorite fabric 

store to make this task even easier), add the details, then drop in the mail. 

Naturally you can do all this on your computer if you are comfortable doing that. If you want to get really elaborate, make fabric 

postcards to announce your upcoming charm swap.

Planning refreshments for your charm swap is simple. Keep the square theme going by serving small finger sandwiches cut into 

squares. Serve with fruit or vegetables and dip for a nice snack.

Next, start cutting your own charms. You may have a stash of precut charms, but this is also a good way to use up some left over 

yardage from your stash. Cut them down to the predetermined size and stack them in groups of five or ten, whichever is easier for 

you. Place them in a resealable plastic bag or simply run a straight pin through all the layers to keep them from straying from their 

stack.

When your friends arrive at your charm swap, you will all get a new selection of fabric at no cost to anyone. Itôs like shopping for free!

In addition, you will be part of a tradition that dates back to the late 1800s. Quilters got the idea for charm quilts from a trend that 

was popular at the time. Kids would collect buttons and would display them on long strings. No two buttons were ever alike. Friends 

would exchange buttons to grow their collections, which were referred to as charm or friendship strings.

Naturally, the Victorian quilters used fabrics for their collections. They made quilts using one of a kind fabrics ïusually squares. This 

is way back before the day of I Spy quilts. Some quilters would throw in two duplicate squares so their children could make a game of 

finding the two that were alike!

Victorian quilters exchanged fabric squares so they could make their charm quilts, and your charm swap carries on that age old 

tradition. Maybe your swap friends would like to get back together to begin working on their charm quilts. Who knows, you might 

just start a charm guild with your swap meet!

Charm quilts are a lot of fun for quilters who like variety and enjoy the spontaneity of simple patchwork. There are some beautiful 

charm quilt projects out there and some gorgeous precut charm fabrics to make them. It ss hard to resist those beautiful, planned, 

charm fabric kits. 

But you can make your own charms, too, and have fun doing it. The great thing about a charm swap is that you are recycling fabric 

that has been in your stash. And you are sharing it with friends.

To learn more about charm squares, visit: Fat Quarters and Charm Squares

Happy Quilting!

Penny Halgren

www.How-to-Quilt.com

www.TheQuiltingCoach.com

www.QuiltBlockLibrary.com 

©2010, Penny Halgren

Penny is a quilter of more than 28 years who seeks to interest new quilters and provide them with the resources necessary to create 

beautiful quilts.

This article courtesy of http://www.How-To-Quilt.com. You may freely reprint this article on your website or in your newsletter provided 

this courtesy notice and the author name and URL remain intact.
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August Birthday Celebration

The Peace by Piecing Quilt Guild is going to be 2 in August! Lots of fun events are being planned and you will 
not want to miss any of it. The celebration will be Tuesday, August 3 at 7:30 PM, usual time and place.

We will have a silent auction, brown bag raffle, sewing machine raffle, fat quarter walk, potluck dinner, charm 
square swap, bingo, and lots of laughs!

Here are some things you need to know:

Silent Auction: Our fundraiser for 2010, To donate items call or email Michelle Johnston 281-328-5474 or 
michelle1johnston@yahoo.com

Brown Bag Raffle: You will be able to put your ticket in the bag that corresponds to the items you want to win 

Sewing Machine Raffle: Tickets will be sold for $ 5 each 

Fat Quarter Walk: Each member please bring at least one fat quarter 
/ƘŀǊƳ {ǉǳŀǊŜ {ǿŀǇΥ .ǊƛƴƎ рέ ŎƘŀǊƳ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎ ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ млΣ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōŀƎΦThe charm 
squares will be divided and each participant will take home the same number they brought. Be sure to put 
your name on any bags you put in the swap. 

Bingo: Quilters Bingo, lots of fun and chance for prizes! 

Potluck dinner: Food assignment as follows, 
Last name A-C Desserts

D-H Main Course
I-N Salad

P-Z Appetizers

Look forward to seeing you all in August for the birthday celebration!

mailto:michelle1johnston@yahoo.com


Let's have some fun this summer by 
participating in the first 

'59 Road Trip Shop Hop!
It's simple -3 shops-a small project
And LOTS of opportunities to win prizes!
Friday, July 30th-Saturday, July 31st;10 am-5 pm

Participating shops include:
Quilter's Emporium, Stafford
Cedar Chest Quilt Shop, El Campo
Quilter's Patch, Victoria
Each shop will have:
Refreshments, a free block pattern, a free gift for adult shop hop participants, and 
hourly door prizes. 
Prizes include:a Janome 3160 Sewing Machine;
quilt kits, a gift certificate to each shop and more!

Who's up for a Quilter's 
ROADTRIP?



Proposed By Laws Amendment - Dues

The Board of Directors of Piece By Piecing Quilt Guild propose the following amendment, 
which will be voted on at the meeting on July 6, 2010.

Article IV, Section 3 is stated below as currently approved:
ARTICLE IV

DUES
Section 3. Dues for new members joining between January 1 and August 31 shall be a 

Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘǳŜǎΦNew members joining on or after September 1 shall receive a 50% 
discount of annual dues. Dues are not refundable or transferrable.

The proposed revision would read as follows:
ARTICLE IV

DUES
Section 3. Dues for new members joining between January 1 and June 30shall be a 

Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘǳŜǎΦNew members joining on or after July 1 and through December 31shall 
receive a 50% discount of annual dues. Dues are not refundable or transferrable



Holidays in July:

P4th of July

Flower for July:

Larkspur, Water Lily

Astrological Signs:

Cancer:June 21 - July 22
Leo: July 23 - August 22

Birthstone for July:

Ruby

Trivia:  

See if your children or grandchildren know the answers to these cute riddles.

Q: What’s red, white, blue and green?
A:   A seasick Uncle Sam

Q: What did one flag say to the other flag?
A:  Nothing, it just waved.

Q: What’s the difference between a duck and George Washington?
A: One has a bill on his face, and the other has his face on a bill

Block of the Month:

Land of Liberty - www.quilterscache.com/L/LandofLibertyBlock.html

Colors: Color 1 = Red

Color 2 = Blue

Color 3 = White

This is a fun block to make.  Hope you will enjoy making it as much as I did.

Block of the Month




